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June 8th Anniversary Celebration…. 
a night to remember!
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Fifty years of fellows celebrate

With more than 350 former 
Capital Fellows in atten-
dance, the June 8th Anni-

versary Celebration truly was a night 
to remember. Hosted by the Center 
for California Studies and the Capital 
Fellows Alumni Affiliate, the event 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
the creation of the Jesse M. Unruh 
Assembly Fellowship Program; the 
35th anniversary of the Senate Fel-
lows Program; the 25th anniversary 
of the Center itself; the 22nd an-
niversary of the Executive Fellowship 
Program and the 10th anniversary of 
the Judicial Administration Fellow-
ship Program. 

Harry Shearer, comedian and former 
Assembly Fellow (Class of 1965-66), 
served as Master of Ceremonies, 
entertaining attendees with his witty 
observations on state government and 

how the Grateful Dead figured into his 
fellowship. The Center, the alumni and 
the Legislative Women’s Caucus paid 
special tribute to Ruth Ross, a member 
of the very first class of fellows (1957-
58). Other pioneering interns/fellows 
in attendance were Louella Cohan 
(63-64), Bill Geyer (61-62), Douglas Hill 
(60-61), Jerry McDaniel (64-65), Jerry 
Perry (62-63), Ron Robie (60-61), and 
Barbara Springer-Perry (61-62). 

The event also featured beautiful dis-
plays tracing the history of the Center, 
its many conferences, programs and 
each of the Capital Fellows Programs.

It was a splendid and memorable 
night. The Center and the alumni wish 
to thank the many generous event 
sponsors, without whom an event of 
such magnitude would not have been 
possible along with the hard-working 
volunteers of the Capital Fellows 

The California Journalism Awards

Lance Williams, the San Francisco 
Chronicle reporter who faced a 
jail cell for refusing to name his 

sources, gave the keynote address at 

the 13th Annual California Journalism 
Awards. Being the keynote was an 
honor, according to Williams, because 
the Awards consistently recognize the 
best investigative journalism. Williams 
himself is a multiple recipient of the 
Awards.

The California Journalism Awards 
were established in 1994 by the Cen-
ter to recognize, reward and encour-
age excellence in the reporting of 
California government and politics. 
Now a partnership with the Sacra-
mento Press Club, the 13th Annual 
California Journalism Awards were 
presented at a September luncheon.

Williams and Mark Fainaru-Wada 
wrote a series of investigative articles 
for the Chronicle on the steroid 
scandal involving BALCO, Barry Bonds, 
Marion Jones and other professional 

athletes. Those articles became their 
book, Game of Shadows. Because their 
reporting included secret grand jury 
testimony and leaking such testimony 
is illegal, a federal judge ordered Wil-
liams and Fainaru-Wada to reveal their 
sources or face jail for contempt of 
court. The reporters refused and were 
days from jail when their source, a 
BALCO attorney, went public. Williams 
told the audience the fascinating 
behind the scenes story, including an 
assurance from a top aide to then At-
torney General John Ashcroft that the 
Department of Justice would never 
prosecute reporters and the fact that 
the Justice Department already knew 
the identify of the source when Wil-
liams was threatened with jail.

continued on page 2

Alumni Affiliate who served as the 
momentum behind this memorable 
evening. Thank you all! n
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Lance Williams speaking at the Journalism 
Awards Luncheon

It’s never too early to think about the next Envisioning California Confer-
ence, especially when it will be the 20th anniversary of the Envisioning 
Conference. The 2008 Envisioning Conference will be held at the Sacra-
mento Convention Center next September 18 and 19. Recent conferences 
have focused on various public policy and governance issues. But in 2008 
the attention will be on the arts in California. As contemporary British 
composer Brian Ferneyhough has observed “…being in California has en-
couraged a sustained commitment to rethinking the nature, purposes, and 
relevance of the contemporary arts. How has California influenced – and 

been influenced by - American and global music, theater, dance, painting 
and other art forms? Is there Californian art or simply artists  
who live in California? And since we will be in Sacramento, what is the 
status of state support for the arts?

Clearly “the arts” is too broad and too varied a topic to be encompassed 
in a single conference. We need to narrow and refine the topic and we 
need help in doing so. If you have ideas, recommendations, or inspirations, 
please contact the Center. If you have attended other conferences and 
forums that successfully addressed the arts, please let us know. n

2008 Annual Envisioning California Conference

Save the  Date!Sept. 18 & 19,  2008

Bo o k Review

Kenneth Burt’s The Search for 
a Civic Voice: California Latino 
Politics is a compelling historical 

walkthrough of the political empow-
erment strategies used by Latinos in 
the 1940’s through the 1990s and the 
present. Starting in Boyle Heights with 
the 1949 election of Ed Roybal, the first 
Mexican American to be elected to the 
Los Angeles City Council, and ending 
with the 2005 election of Antonio Vil-
laraigosa, the first Latino mayor of Los 
Angeles in more than 100 years, Civic 
Voice is a story of Latino firsts—the first 
judges, city council members, mayors 
and state legislators. 

Using more than 200 oral histo-
ries, archival research and academic 
literature from a number of fields, the 
narrative of Civic Voice reflects the 
author’s own career in politics as a 
participant-observer. In the tradition 
of Ernesto Galarza and Carey McWil-
liams, Civic Voice is the story of ordinary 
people doing extraordinary things. 

The author reveals that Latino elec-
toral success occurred much earlier 
than is commonly understood. In 1947, 
Ed Roybal, a World War II veteran, first 
ran for L.A. city council and was de-
feated. The following year he founded 
and became the first president of 
the Community Service Organiza-
tion (CSO), which registered 15,000 
Mexican American voters during the 
election of 1948, and recruited 1,000 
members in Boyle Heights and East 
Los Angeles. The CSO was affiliated 

with the Industrial Areas Foundation, a 
multiethnic working class community 
organization started by the legendary 
Saul Alinsky. CSO’s chief organizer was 
Fred Ross, who some years later was to 
train as his protégé a young organizer 
named Cesar Chavez. 

Stressing the civil rights of Latinos 
and working closely with the Jewish 
community of Boyle Heights, Roybal 
and Ross put together a multiethnic 
political organization that elevated 
Roybal one year later to the city coun-
cil. Roybal served on the city council 
until 1962, when he was elected to 
Congress and served for the next 30 
years. 

Fast forward through the next 300 
pages of Civic Voice and you will see 
four generations of Latino movement 
and political leaders; Chavez, then 
Alatorre and Torres, then Molina and 
Villaraigosa, then Nuñez and Padilla—
all using Roybal’s model of civic 
participation—extending voting rights 
by eliminating discriminatory practices 
and engaging in outreach to turn out 
the vote.

An example of the ”new style” of 
campaigning reminiscent of Roybal’s 
initial win in 1949, was a labor-immi-
grant coalition electing a former labor 
official, Gill Cedillo, for an Assembly 
seat in a 1997 special election. Cedillo, 
a progressive coalition builder, had ties 
to the old Latino and Jewish groups 
central to Boyle Heights in the 1940s. 
The Latino Caucus chaired by Senator 

Richard Polanco prodded business in-
terests to pay for flyers in the final days 
of the election. The author attributes 
Cedillo’s resounding election win to a 
rebirthing of a Latino-labor alliance in 
concert with other ethnic and minority 
communities.

The author draws parallels between 
the civil rights responses to two 
historical events that galvanized the 
electorate to put Latinos into office: 
the Zoot Suit Riots of the 1940s (when 
police and military authorities did little 
to control mobs of off-duty soldiers 
and sailors from indiscriminate attacks 
on Latino youths) and the passage 
of Proposition 187 in 1994 (and the 
race-baiting associated with it). One 
constant during that time was the 
Community Service Organization. CSO 
registered 440, 000 voters between 
1947 and 1960, all the while organiz-
ing groups over civil rights and Latino 
empowerment. A 1960 CSO sponsored 
bill AB 5 (Burton) the “Non-Citizen Old 
Age Pension” bill made non-citizens in 
the state eligible for old-age pensions. 
A Stockton school teacher and CSO 
leader, Delores Huerta, was chief lob-
byist for the bill signed by Governor 
Brown in 1961 and it remained law for 
25 years. Huerta would later go on to 
become vice-president of the United 
Farm Workers and an icon of Latina 
empowerment for half a century.

Again, Civic Voice is a story of 
ordinary people doing extraordinary 
things. n
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